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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. They recite a machine readable medium that is defined in the 
specification as including a network signal, or any suitable electromagnetic carrier signal 
including an infrared signal, and these signals are non-statutory subject matter. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4, 6-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Takai 
US Patent 5,874,965 in view of Rogers US Patent 6,133,914 

As per claim 1 , Takai teaches a machine-readable medium having a program of 
instructions for directing a machine to execute a directory management program, the directory 
management program comprising: 

A process for a timeline parameter for a specific object; (see Takai, column 5, lines 28- 

56) and 
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A process for linking the object based on the timeline parameter to a particular cell in a 
matrix defined by the management parameter and timeline parameter, (see Takai, column 8, 
lines 50-64; The box is a cell in a matrix ) 

However, Takai fails to teach setting a directory management parameter and a process for 
linking based on values of the directory management parameter. 

Roger teaches a directory management parameter and a process for linking based on 
values of the directory management parameter, (see Roger, column 9, lines 25-62;) 

It would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include Roger's 
teaching with method of Takai in order to provide users with a hierarchical view of the database. 

As per claim 2, it is rejected with the same rationale as claim 1. Supra. 

As per claim 3, Takai and Roger teach the method of claim 2. Takai further teaches the 
object display program further comprising: 

A process for sequentially displaying multiple object having the same management 
parameter based on the relative magnitude of the time line parameter value of each object, (see 
Takai, column 5, lines 28-56) 

As per claim 4, Takai and Roger teach the method of claim 2. Takai further teaches the 
object display program further comprising: 

A process for linking and displaying an object in a cell of the directory matrix with a 
scale different from the scale of the timeline parameter, (see Takai, column 5, lines 28-56) 

As per claim 6, Takai teaches a machines-readable medium having a program of 
instruction for directing a machine to execute an object display program, the object dislay 
program comprising: 
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A process for setting the values of multidimensional parameter for a specific object; (see 
Takai, column 5, lines 28-56) and 

A Process for displaying the object linked to a particular cell of a matrix defined by the 
multidimensional parameter based on the multidimensional parameter setting of the object (see 
Takai, column 8, lines 50-64; The box is a cell in a matrix) 

However, Takai fails to teach a directory setting 

Roger teaches a directory setting, (see Roger, column 9, lines 25-62;) 

It would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include Roger's 
teaching with method of Takai in order to provide users with a hierarchical view of the database. 

As per claim 7, Takai and Roger teach the method of claim 6. Takai further teaches the 
object display program further comprising: 

A process for receiving an open command for the multiple object displayed as a single 
icon; (see Takai, column 8, lines 30-50) and 

A process for opening and displaying the multiple objects based on the open command, 
(see Takai, column 8, lines 30-50) 

As per claim 8, Takai and Roger teach the method of claim 7. Takai farther teaches the 
object display program further comprising: 

A process for receiving an open command for the multiple objects displayed as a single 
icon; (see Takai, column 8, lines 30-50) and 

A process for opening and displaying the multiple objects based on the open command, 
(see Takai, column 8, lines 30-50) 

As per claim 9, it is of the same scope as claim 6. Supra. 
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As per claim 10, Takai and Roger teach a machines readable medium as described in 
claim 9. Takai further teaches the program comprising: 

A process for storing multiple objects linked to a particular cell of the directory object, 
(see Takai, column 5, lines 28-56) 

As per claim 1 1 , Takai and Roger teach a machines readable medium as described in 
claim 9. Takai further teaches the program comprising: 

A process for defining a correlation between multiple objects associated with a particular 
cell of the directory matrix, (see Takai, column 5, lines 28-56) 

As per claim 12, Takai and Roger teach a machine-readable medium as described in 
claim 1 1 . Takai further teaches the management program further comprising: 

A process for creating a project comprising one or multiple cells of the directory matrix; 
(see Takai, column 8, lines 30-50) and 

A process for displaying the objects linked to the one or multiple cells of the projects, 
(see Takai, column 8, lines 30-50) 

As per claim 13, Takai teaches a machines-readable medium having a program of 
instruction for directing a machine to execute a directory management program, the management 
program comprising: 

Processes for setting the value of a first management parameter (see Takai column 11, 
lines 35-60; The days of the week is a first parameter) and the value of a second management 
parameter for specific object (see Takai column 11, lines 35-60; The relative importance is a 
second parameter); and 
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A process for linking the object to a particular cell of directory matrix defined by the first 
and second management parameters based on the first and second management parameters 
values of the object, (see Takai, column 5, lines 28-56) 

However, Takai fails to teach a directory manager. 

Roger teaches a directory manager, (see Roger, column 9, lines 25-62;) 

It would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include Roger's 
teaching with method of Takai in order to provide users with a hierarchical view of the database. 

As per claims 14 and 15, they are of the same scope as claim 1. Supra. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Takai US Patent 
5,874,965 in view of Rogers US Patent 6,133,914 further in view of Kannenberg US Patent 
2003/0172367 

As per claim 5, Takai and Roger teach the method of claim 2. They fail to teach the 
object display program further comprising: 

a process for receiving a command to change the display order of multiple objects 
associated with a particular cell of the directory matrix; and 

a process for moving and displaying the objects in the axial directory of the directory 
management parameter based on the received change-display-order command. 

Kannenberg teaches a process for receiving a command to change the display order of 
multiple objects associated with a particular cell of the directory matrix; (see Kannenberg 
paragraph 0177) and 
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a process for moving and displaying the objects in the axial directory of the directory 
management parameter based on the received change-display-order command, (see Kannenberg 
paragraph 0177) 

It would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include 
Kannenberg's teaching with method of Takai and Roger in order to provide users with a 
hierarchical view of the database. 

Conclusion 

The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to a 
project timeline interface: 

Barnett US Patent 6,369,840: discloses a multi-layered online calendaring and 
purchasing. 

O'Cull US Publication 2006/0200372: discloses a method and system for generating a 
timeline associated with a project schedule. 

Kloss US Publication 2005/0055625: discloses a timeline publishing system. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peng Ke whose telephone number is (571) 272-4062. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and Alternate Fridays 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L. Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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